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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 15 June 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP  

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP  

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Councillor Walter F Cross, JP  

     Councillor Marshall E Minors 

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan 

     Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 

     Ports Superintendant – Earl Francis 

     Human Resources Director – Sakina Darrell 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

     Deputy Treasurer – Tanya Iris 

 

 Apologies:  The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

 

 

1. Review of Corporation minutes of 4 May 2011 

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed: Alderman Harvey   Seconded: Councillor Cross 

 Unanimous 

   

2. Matters Arising 

 

 Public Q&A at Board Meetings – The Secretary said that other than the comments received 

from Alderman Ferreira and the input from the Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee, 

he had not received any comments from the Members.  The Secretary will endeavour to put 

together guidelines for public participation at Board Meetings and this will be presented to 

the Members for their consideration at the July Meeting. 

 

 Legislation to Protect City Parks – The Mayor said that unfortunately he has not had an 

opportunity to review the Act in relation to City Parks. 

   

3. Review of Committee Minutes: 

    

a) Infrastructure Committee – 9 May 2011 

 

 Alderman Smith thanked City of Hamilton staff for the wonderful job they had done in 

cleaning up after the Bermuda Day Parade.  The Secretary said he would pass this 

message on to the relevant staff. 
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 Request from HSBC – The Secretary said that HSBC has requested easement to the 

conduit chamber on Front Street located south west of the Bird Cage.  The reason this 

request is being put to the Board is that most of the conduit chambers in the City are 

accessed by utilities companies who have a legitimate right to do so and we do not have 

to grant them easement.  However, this request has been submitted by a private 

company (HSBC) and during recent trenching on Front Street, the bank took the 

opportunity to install conduit in the chamber and we now need to record that legally 

HSBC has access to the conduit chamber.  It was noted that the easement will be 

subject to a nominal fee which can be increased at the City of Hamilton’s discretion. 

 RESOLUTION: That a full legal easement is granted to HSBC in relation to the 

conduit chamber on Front Street located south west of the Bird Cage. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Harvey  Seconded: Alderman Smith 

 Councillor Tucker and Alderman Ferreira abstained from the vote. 

 Motion passed 

 

 Request from Shine’s House of Music – The Committee had agreed to waive the rental 

fee of Cavendish Car Park for Shine’s House of Music international event taking place on 

Sunday 17th July. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board agrees to waive the Cavendish Car Park rental fee 

for Shine’s House of Music international even taking place on 17th July. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Harvey  Seconded: Alderman Smith 

 Unanimous 

 

Christmas Lights Committee – Alderman Smith said the Infrastructure Committee had 

been tasked to put together a sub-committee to review Christmas lighting in the City 

for 2011.  Councillor Minors had chaired this sub-committee and he confirmed that 

regular weekly meetings had been held and representatives from the Corporation 

included the Events Project Manager, City Engineer, Parks Supervisor and General 

Superintendant along with representatives from The Chamber of Commerce and the 

EEZ. The Committee had been restricted by financial constraints and also been 

challenged as some City streets are difficult to light because there is very little 

vertical rise and few places to obtain power.   

 

The Committee had resolved to use the same lights as last year but erect the lights in a 

more concentrated area in the City so it has more impact ie: Reid Street and Queen 

Street.  Also, all the lights will be switched on by 25th November including the City Hall 

Christmas Tree.  From December 2nd to 23rd Reid Street (from Queen Street to 

Burnaby Street) will be closed off for late night shopping on Wednesday and Friday 

evenings 6.00pm to 10.00pm and Court Street (from Angle Street to Victoria Street) on 

Thursday evenings.  Extra foliage will be imported into these areas on a flatbed to add 

further decoration.  The EEZ has confirmed they will be holding a Christmas window 

dressing competition and it is hoped the Chamber will hold a similar event.  The Parks 

Superintendant has managed to revitalise some of the old Christmas lighting which will 

mean there will be some additional lights in trees etc. 
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RESOLUTIION: That the Board approves the proposal put forward by the 

Christmas Lights Committee for Christmas lighting in the City in 2011 and that all 

Christmas lights will be switched on by 25 November 2011. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

 Unanimous 

Alderman Harvey said that between now and Christmas, the City of Hamilton should 

continue to look at ways to light up the City at Christmas time. 

 

b) Property Committee – 12 May 2011 

   

  No recommendations. 

 

c) Finance Committee – 6 June 2011 

  

 Councillor Tucker said the Committee had held a long discussion regarding the request 

from the Chamber of Commerce for further funding for Harbour Nights and it had been 

decided to bring a recommendation before the Board.  The Committee felt the City of 

Hamilton should be in full support of retailers in these difficult economic times.  The 

Harbour Nights is a good event although there is an opportunity for it to be improved 

and it is hoped the City of Hamilton will be involved in the organisation of the 2012 

event.  Alderman Ferreira asked where the additional $15k would come from and 

Councillor Tucker said this decision has not been made yet.  The Mayor asked whether 

the donation will be dependent on finding the money from elsewhere within our budget.  

Councillor Tucker said this had not been discussed at the Committee meeting but it had 

been agreed that the City of Hamilton should be supporting the Chamber in its efforts 

with Harbour Nights and also supporting the retail sector.  

 

 Alderman Ferreira asked whether the Chamber has come back to us with further 

information on how they are going to improve the event.  Councillor Tucker said we had 

received a package from them but this was basically just a re-hash of what had 

happened at the 2010 Harbour Nights.   He went on to say that the Committee’s 

agreement to funding had been for the 2011 event and next year we will pursue a 

business plan from the Chamber and also ask for involvement in the organisation of the 

event.  Alderman Ferreira said that although she supports the Chamber of Commerce, 

she will not vote in favour of adding additional funding to what has already been agreed.  

She explained that this is in view of the current financial state of the City of Hamilton 

and that she would prefer to see the extra $15k being given towards Christmas lights. 

 

 Alderman Harvey said he is in support of the donation but he feels there is some 

confusion in relation to the donation and its relevance to the Chamber.  The donation is 

in fact a contribution to Bermuda and Harbour Nights is an event which is put on to 

bring joy and excitement to our residence and visitors alike.   
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 Alderman Smith said he had the privilege of opening Harbour Nights recently and he 

feels the event is for the betterment of Bermuda and he fully supports the donation.  

He added that we are showing the Chamber that we are supporting them and when it 

comes to Christmas time, they can in turn help us with lighting up the City. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board agrees to donate a further $15,000 to the 

Chamber of Commerce to support the Harbour Nights Event in 2011.  The Chamber 

will be informed that going forward, the Corporation will expect to receive a 

postmortem of the previous year’s event, a budget and also to have involvement in 

the organisation and planning of the 2012 Harbour Nights. 

 Proposed:  Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Councillor Cross 

 Alderman Ferreira voted against the proposal.  

 Motion passed 

 

d) Development Committee – 9 June 2011 

 

P0219/11 – 20 Laffan Street – Application to install solar power panels (18 at ground 

level and 14 on the roof).  The Assistant City Engineer sees no problem with this 

application.  

RESOLUTION: That planning application P0219/11 – 20 Laffan Street - is 

approved. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Ferreira  Seconded: Councillor Minors 

 Unanimous 

 

 Councillor Cross left the meeting due to a conflict of interest with the next application. 

 

 P0210/11 – 74 Serpentine Road – Application for a 10 storey building to include 21 

apartments and retail space plus below grade parking.  

 There are a number of issues with this application including the fact that the service 

entrance runs over private property; insufficient car parking spaces; the plans do not 

include landscaping or a public art component and the application does not comply with 

the City Plan in terms of the proposed height of the building.   

 RESOLUTION: That Planning application PO201/11 – 74 Serpentine Road – is 

declined. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Ferreira  Seconded: Councillor Minors 

 Unanimous 

 

 Councillor Cross returned to the meeting. 

 

  Waterfront Development Project - The Mayor said he notes with interest that the 

Committee has decided to take action with an RFP with either KPMG or Sasaki in 

relation to the Waterfront Development Project.  The Mayor said this goes against what 

the Board decided several months ago in terms of putting the Waterfront issues to one 

side.  He went on to say that we went to the Department of Planning for an approval in 

principle and they felt that our environmental studies were incomplete and there were a 

few pieces of information they required expansion on.  The Secretary subsequently 

reverted to Sasaki to ask them to provide us with the required information.   
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  We then received a quotation from Sasaki for them to undertake this work and we 

currently do not have the money in our budget to pay them.  The City Engineer 

confirmed that the environmental study will not go out of date.  Alderman Ferreira said 

she would like to do some further investigation with KPMG on what they can do for us.  

The Mayor said he would like to be part of this meeting as he feels that KPMG are of 

the belief we are at a particular stage in our process although we have not actually 

reached that point yet.  

 

  Alderman Harvey said he would like to support the continuation of discussion on the 

Waterfront Development as it is an important project for Bermuda.  The Mayor said the 

new Ministers have been approached, face to face, and offered a presentation on the 

development but they have not responded.  Councillor Minors mentioned that the 

Development Committee had discussed the RFP because they did not want to see the 

project go cold.  The Mayor said that before anything happens, there are pragmatic 

things which need to be addressed and it will need to be a joint project moving forward.  

 

e) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 14 June 2011  

 

Recommendations to be discussed in restricted session. 

 

4. Any Other Business 

 

 The Secretary confirmed that the Benbow Stamp Collection will be moving to the Bermuda 

National Museum in due course. 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1.35pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


